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Speech delivered by Sir Tom D. Rodriguez, USA Regional Commander
on Sept. 1, 2013 at the 4th Canada Regional Assembly

held in Hyatt Regency Hotel

HOW CAN WE PRESERVE OUR RIGHTS TO LIFE, TO LIBERTY AND THE  PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

Good afternoon to everyone.  We hear this phrase all the time, and I quote: “ We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the Pursuit of Happiness.”

Who among you believe that this phrase is found both in the U.S. Constitution and the Declaration of Independence?
How many of you believe that it is only found in the Declaration of Independence and not  in the U.S. Constitution?  It is only
found in the Preamble of the Declaration of Independence, however there is a similar line, “Life, liberty or property,” in the U.S.
Constitution. It is also similar to a line in the Canadian Charter of Rights: “life, liberty, security of the person.”  This morning,
Sir Salvador Cabugao, mentioned these rights in his speech, “What Individual Freedom Means to Me.”

The phrase can also be found in Chapter III, Article 13 of the 1947 Constitution of Japan, and in President Ho Chi
Minh’s 1945 declaration of independence of the Democratic  Republic of Vietnam. The Fifth Amendment and Fourteenth
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution declare that governments cannot deprive any person of “life, liberty, or property” without
due process of law.1  You might be interested to know that Wikipedia mentioned that the U.S. Constitution has had a considerable
influence worldwide on later constitutions. International leaders have followed it as a model within their own traditions. These
leaders include Benito Juarez of Mexico, Jose Rizal of the Philippines and Sun Yat-sen of China.2

Life, liberty and pursuit of happiness – these are the rights foremost at the minds of those who declared independence
from Great Britain.  The founders based the government on the premise that individual freedom and liberty are foremost and the
welfare of the country is improved when individuals are free. 3 But what does it mean to us today?  What are the rights,
responsibilities and expectations of citizens  in the Philippines, in Canada, in Europe, in America or elsewhere in the 21st Century?

When I was informed that the theme of the 4th Canada Regional Assembly is, “What Freedom Means to Me,” what
resonated in my mind is what I heard in our class in the law school I graduated from - the Univ. of the Philippines, and that is
freedom does not give me or you the right to shout “fire” in a crowded theater where there is no fire or while I am free to move
my hands, it  stops where it hits the nose of someone beside me.”

“The great men who wrote these early governmental documents recognized the authority of God. Their documents
address rights  in  a manner that makes it clear they understand the rights come from God and not  a government.  The Declara-
tion of Independence eloquently acknowledges this when it  says, “that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”4

What does unalienable rights mean?  Unalienable rights refers to the idea that humans have certain rights because they are
humans and these rights are given by God and cannot be taken away by man or government. 5   A while ago, Sir Reghis Romero
said that in Dr. Rizal’s letter to the young women of Malolos, he  admonish them to teach their children love of honor, honesty in
deed, love and respect for fellowmen and respect  for God.

Based  on the facts that the founders recognized on the authority of God,  and that Rizal himself  taught that we should
have respect for God, please allow me then  to quote the Bible,  (The Book of Life) in Galatians 5: 13, (NIV) “You my brothers,
were called to be free. But do not use  your  freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”  Avoid un-
clean living. Verse 17 enumerates the sinful nature such  as  sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft;
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, and the like.

“Freedom does not give us the right to do what we please, but  to  do what pleases God.  When we do what pleases God,
fear, anxiety, and guilt are replaced by peace, forgiveness, and liberty.” 6

So, how can we preserve our rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness?
(1) Don’t  forget  the responsibilities that go with the exercise of these freedom.
“Freedom is dangerous in the hands of those who don’t know how to use it. That’s why criminals are confined in
prisons with barbed wires, steel bars, and concrete barriers. Or consider a campfire that is allowed to spread in a dry
forest.
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It quickly becomes a blazing inferno.” 7   For example, in Jan. 2001, a motorist driving along 1-8 in San Diego County flicked a
cigarette butt onto the center median, sparking a fire that eventually burned more than 10,00 acres, destroyed 16 homes and
charred 64 vehicles. 8  Unchecked  freedom becomes a blazing inferno.  Unchecked freedom can create chaos. Like a raging fire ,
freedom without limits is dangerous. But when controlled, it is a blessing to all. 9
Freedom of speech, for example, does not include the right: 10
To incite actions that would  harm others (e.g., shouting “fire” in a crowded theater.”)
Schenck v. United States, 249 U.S. 47 (1919)

To make or distribute obscene materials.
Roth V. United States, 354 U.S. 476 (1957)

To burn draft cards as an anti-war protest.
United States v. O’Brien, 391 U.S. 367 (1968)

To permit students to print articles in a school newspaper over the objections of the school administration.  Hazelwood School
District v. Kuhlmeier, 484 U.S. 260 (1988).

Of students to make an obscene speech at a school-sponsored event.
Bethel School District #43 v. Fraser, 478 U.S. 675 (1986).

Of students to advocate illegal drug use at a school-sponsored event. Morse  v. Frederick,  551 U.S. 393 (2007)

(2)  “Live as free men , but do not use your freedom as a cover up for evil. ( 1 Peter 2:  16 NIV).  Peter tells us how to live our
lives. (2:17). (a)  Show proper
respect to everyone; (b)  Love the brotherhood.  In our own Code of Ethics as Rizalian, it says that we should maintain a tolerant
and understanding attitude towards our fellowmen. When we do this, most of the social problem could be solved.  (c) Fear God.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;   Again our Rizalian Code of Ethics says,  we must be truthful and honest in
thoughts and in deeds. (d)  Honor the King.”  Show respect  for your government.
(3) Do not use your freedom  in the pursuit of happiness  by  enriching yourself at the expense of others.  In the book, “Rizal is
my President – 40 Leadership Tips from Jose Rizal,”  Napoleon Almonte  said, “ Earn your money honestly.  Rizal could have
amassed wealth through backdoor deals. With his stature and influence, he could have easily promoted his personal interests. After
all, his family, peers and benefactors lent him money for his advocacies.

But money had no power over Rizal.  He did not allow it to corrupt him.  Knowing the value of work, Rizal chose to earn
his keep honestly.  In Europe, he worked as an ophthalmologist. When he was exiled in  Dapitan, he farmed, fished and engaged in
trading.

Leaders must always conduct themselves with integrity, especially where money is concerned. By being incorruptible, they
will earn the public’s trust and carry out their duties with a clear conscience.”11

(4)  Have self-control. I was watching a TV presentation two weeks ago.  The speaker said that to maintain freedom, one
must have self-control.  He gave an example of King David, who was powerful and very close to God, but fell into disgrace be-
cause he didn’t  have self-control. He was tempted to covet the wife of another, and then had her  husband  murdered.

In conclusion, I would like to the leave  this message to you. The author is unknown. “Life is Like Coffee.” (Video
presentation)

A group of alumni, highly established in their careers, got together to visit their old college professor. Conversation soon
turned to complaints and stressed in work and life. Offering his guests coffee, the professor went to the kitchen and returned with
a large pot of coffee and an assortment of cups: porcelain, plastic, glass and crystal, some plain looking, some expensive, some
exquisite.  He told his guests to help themselves to  the  coffee.  After everyone had a cup the professor, said:  If you noticed all
the nice looking expensive cups have been taken up, leaving behind the  plain  and  cheap ones.

(Continued from page 1)
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While it is normal for you to want only the best for yourselves, that is the source of your problems and stress.  Be assured that the
cup adds no quality to the coffee. In most cases it’s just more expensive, and in some cases even hides what we drink.  What all of
you really wanted was coffee, not the cup. But you consciously went for the best cups… and then you began eyeing each other’s
cup.
Now consider this…. Life is the coffee; the jobs, money and position in society are the cups. They are just tools to hold and
contain life and the type of cup we have does not define, nor change the quality of life we live.  Sometimes… by concentrating
only on the cup, we fail to enjoy the coffee.  Savor the coffee, not the cup.
The happiest people don’t have the best of everything, they just make the best of everything.
Live simply, speak kindly, care deeply, love generously.
The richest  person  is not the one who has the most, but the one who needs the least.
Life is like coffee.12
Freedom is a choice. Are we using our freedom to indulge in sinful nature or to cover up evil or are we using our freedom to serve
one another in love?
How do we preserve our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness?  Live simply, speak kindly, care deeply and love
generously.  An internationally known speaker, Zig Ziglar said, “Most people who fail in their dreams fail not from lack of ability
but from lack of commitment.”13  Yesterday morning, Sir Reghis said that we should have a commitment to our Order to
propagate or “ evangelize” faithfully and effectively the timeless and enduring teachings of Rizal.  Sir Dr. Winston Magno yesterday
also ended his talk on “moral education” that is knowing what is right  or  wrong.  Sir Eddie Limon a while ago said that we should
not only standby but stand up to profess and to put into action Rizal’s teachings.  Therefore, I challenge the delegates to this
Assembly including myself to commit  ourselves  in  preserving  our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness by not using
our freedom to indulge in sinful nature or to cover up evil, by fearing God, by not using our freedom to enrich ourselves at the
expense of others , and by having self-control.
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Thank you so much for listening and God bless us all.
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