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With the Theme: “What Freedom Means to Me,” the Montreal Chapter of the Order of the Knights of 

Rizal hosted the 4
th
 Canada Regional Assembly & 14

th
 Commanders’ Ball on August 31 – Sept. 2, 2013 at 

the Hyatt Regency Montreal, Quebec, Canada, under the leadership of Sir Rey L. Balansi, KCR, Chapter 
Commander of Montreal Chapter and Sir George Poblete, KGCR, Regional Commander for Canada. 

It  will be remembered that at  the 19
th
 International Assembly of the Order of the Knights of Rizal  

held in Baguio City, Philippines on Feb. 23-25, 2013, the Supreme Council under the leadership of Sir 
Reghis Romero II, KGCR, Supreme Commander gave to the USA Region “The Biggest International        
Regional Delegation Award,”  for  having the most number of delegates (about 45) to the said International 
assembly.  Again at  the 4

th
 Canadian  Regional Assembly  Regional Assembly, the US delegates             

outnumbered the Canadian delegation as  the US  had the biggest delegation of 58.  
 The U.S. delegation was headed by Sir Judge Tom D. Rodriguez, KGOR, (Knight Grand Officer of  

Rizal), Regional Commander for USA.;  Sir Francis Sison, KGOR, Deputy Regional Commander for USA;  
Sir Lito Gajilan, KGOR, Area Commander for Eastern USA-1; Sir Winston Magno, KGOR, Area Commander 
for Eastern USA-2; Sir Amado Defante, KGOR, Area Commander for   Eastern USA-3; Sir  Oscar Dejelo, 
KCR, Area Commander for Ohio Eastern USA; Sir Lito Capati, KGOR, Area Commander for Central USA; 
Sir Tony Berango, KGOR, Area Commander for California    Western USA and Sir Serafin Colmenares, Jr., 
KGOR, Area Commander for Western USA.  

The delegates from Europe were led by Sir Peter Pluckebaum,, KGOR,  Special Assistant to Supreme 
Commander for Germany and  by Sir Lucien Spitteal, KGOR, of Belgium Chapter who was one of the  
speakers and who spoke on the topic:  “Rizal in Europe (GE, FR, BE, CZ) - The Unknown Rizal’s Objects, 
Letters, and the wrong names of Rizal’s Girl Friends.”   

Sir Reghis Romero II, KGOR, Supreme Commander  delivered his State of the Order Address and 
was introduced by Sir George Poblete, KGCR. In his message, Sir Reghis said, “Let us never    forget the 
reason for our organizational existence – that of steadfastly adhering to the teachings and ideals of our na-
tional hero, particularly on love of country, promotion and propagation of I nternational goodwill, understand-
ing and the universal brotherhood of men. Let us inculcate these teachings upon our youth and carry on with 
the responsibility of living it in our daily practice.”  

The other speakers were   Sir Dr. Winston Magno, KGOR, who delivered the keynote address and 
was introduced by Sir Dr. Tom Colina, KGOR;  Sir Salvador Cabugao, KCR,  who spoke on the sub-topic, 
“What Individual Freedom Means to Me,” and was introduced by Sir Bert Abiera, KCR.   Sir Eddie Limon, 
KGOR, Deputy Supreme Pursuivant and Overseas Representative talked  on “ Dr. Jose Rizal as a Freema-
son and his Ideas about Freedom.” Sir Jun Colmenares, KGOR introduced him.  Sir Tom D. Rodriguez , 
KGOR delivered a speech on “How Can We Preserve our Rights to Life, To Liberty and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness.” He was introduced by Sir Francis Sison, KGOR,  Deputy Regional Commander for USA.  

One of the highlights of the assembly was the conferment of the rank of Knight Grand Officer of Rizal 
to Sir Senator Tobias C. Enverga, Jr.  He was a former Deputy Commander of Dimasalang Chapter and a 
Deputy Commander of Central Canada Area.  He is one of the 24 senators representing Ontario, Canada.  
He was appointed by the Governor General  Hon. David Lloyd Johnston on the advice of the Prime Minister 
of Canada, Hon. Stephen Harper.  
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In his message, Sir Senator Enverga, Jr. said, “Your presence in this assembly is a clear manifesta-
tion that the Philippine’s greatest national hero and our idol, Dr. Jose P. Rizal, lives in us, passing on to us  
a wealth of guiding principles in nationalism, but more so, on patriotism.” 

Two members of the Canadian Parliament became honorary members of the Knights of Rizal. They 
were elected directly by the eligible voters in the Canadian populace, with each Member of the Parliament 
representing a single electoral district,    commonly referred to as a riding.  Sir Joe Daniel, of Don Valley 
East,  and Sir Andrew    Saxton of North Vancouver were exalted  to the rank of Knight Commander of Rizal 
due to their continuing support   of the  projects of the  Filipino community in their respective districts.   

Sir Marvin Rotrand, a City Councilor of Montreal, and one of the speakers who spoke on “What were 
Rizal’s Ideas of  attaining Freedom for One’s Country,” mentioned that there are about 25,000 Filipino     
Canadians who are  now residing in the city of Montreal.  

Sir Marvin left this message to the delegates, “In our city the Knights are very active in the Filipino 
community and in the broader society not only fulfilling their duties to commemorate Jose Rizal and keep 
his ideas alive and fresh but also to aid with good causes that benefit all segments of the Filipino community 
through Quebec.” 

One of the contributions of the USA delegation to the Montreal Assembly  was the presentation of the 
famous USA national dancers from Cleveland Chapter who entertained  the Gala Night guests, with their 
"Rigodon de Honor," a traditional dance performed by the royalties, dressed in their formal, beautiful and 
elegant evening gowns.  Sir Domingo Patawaran, the Deputy Area Commander for Ohio Eastern USA gave 
a background introduction of this graceful dance. 

After Sir Tom D. Rodriguez delivered his speech on “How Can We Preserve our Rights to Life, to  
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,” he was approached by the Editor/Publisher of the Filipino Star and 
requested a copy of the speech to be published in her newspaper. This is what she said,”  

“Hello, Sir Judge Rodriguez,  

Thank you for your prompt response to my request.  It is my pleasure to share your speech 
with the readers of the North American Filipino Star.  One of my objectives of being in the newspaper 

business is to inspire readers to achieve a measure of greatness in their lives. Perhaps, this is just like 

a little light in the darkness, but it will surely make a difference in one's life. 

I will let send you a copy of our newspaper once it is published.” 

Sincerely, 

Zenaida Ferry Kharroubi 

Editor & Publisher, The North American Filipino Star 
Executive Producer, Filcan TV Productions, Inc. 
"Mabuhay Montreal TV" show soon to be launched on a new ethnic TV station in Montreal. 
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The delegates from the United States who  received awards, exalted to the 3
rd

 degree and conferred 
with the rank of Knight Grand Officer of Rizal  by the Supreme Commander, Sir Reghis Romero II, were:  

Certificate of Recognition for Lady Belen Kiesow,  of the Jacksonville Ladies Auxiliary for Rizal; 
Knight Commander of Rizal  (KCR) for Sir Arnold Villafuerte of the Hawaii Chapter;  Knight Commander of 
Rizal and lifetime membership for Sir Greg Dimayuga of the Greater Jacksonville Chapter ;  Distinguished 
Service Medals for Sir Roger Tavares, KOR,  Sir Leopoldo  Alvarado, KCR, Sir Jimmy Dannug, KCR, and 
Sir Rojie Yap, KOR  - all from the Cleveland Chapter;  Distinguished Service Star for Sir Jose San Juan, 
KCR of the Cleveland Chapter, Sir Clement Bautista, KCR of the Hawaii Chapter;  Distinguished   Service 
Cross Medal for Sir Domingo Patawaran, KCR of the Cleveland Chapter  and Sir Jonathan del Mundo, KCR 
of the Greater Jacksonville Chapter; Knight Grand  Officer  of Rizal (KGOR) for Sir Joaquin Cornejo of the 
New Haven Chapter, New Haven Connecticut. 

 

From l to R – Sir Lapu-Lapu Cana, KGCR, former Canada Region Commander; Sir Roger Alama, KGCR, former USA 

Regional Commander; Sir Eddie Limon, KGOR, former USA Regional Commander and Deputy Supreme Pursuivant; 

Sir Rey L. Balansi, KCR, Chapter Commander of Montreal (host chapter); Sir Reghis Romero II, KGCR, Supreme 

Commander; Sir George Poblete, KGCR, Canada Region Commander; Sir Tom D. Rodriguez, KGOR, USA Regional 

Commander; Sir Jaime Marasigan, KGOR, Canada Deputy Region Commander; and Sir Eduardo Prillo, 

KGOR,Central Canada Area Commander. 
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