
 

Thank you all brother knights and ladies for Rizal for making 2012 a wonderful year for our Order.   

 
This is the summary of what the USA Regional Council has done from September to December, 2012. 

  

On September 1-3, 2012, my wife and I attended the 4th USA  Regional Assembly held at the Ala Moana Hotel, Honululu, 

Hawaii. After I took over, effective   Sept. 3, 2012, as the new  Regional Commander for USA from Sir Eddie Limon, for the 

Rizalian year 2012-2014, my wife Fe and I have been busy traveling to places in response to request to take care of matters 

that would accomplish  our goal to disseminate the teachings and ideals of our Philippine national hero.  

 

 On September 29, 2012, my wife and I attended  the dedication and unveiling of the monument of Dr. Rizal in the city of 

Carson, California, as one of the guest speakers, representing our Supreme Commander, Sir Reghis Romero II as he was not 

able to attend due to conflict of schedule. I spoke at the unveiling and dedication ceremony, while Sir Eddie Limon, former 

USA Regional Commander and the Supreme Deputy Pursuivant spoke during the Gala Night.  There were six delegates  from 

the Arizona Knights of Rizal, namely: Sir Conrad Ballecer, Deputy Area Commander for Western USA and his wife, Sir Her-

man Mendoza, Chapter Commander for AZKOR and his wife, Sir Ricardo Torno, Deputy Exchequer and his wife, myself and 

wife . Sir Chito Mandap, former chapter commander of the Los Angeles  chapter and the Chairman of  the Jose P. Rizal Mon-

ument Movement delivered  a speech specially  thanking  individuals and different organizations in Southern California for  

assisting him  in the fund raising events  that made  the project became a reality.   

 

 On October 6, 2012, I attended the Arizona Knights of Rizal Gala Night and Exaltation of Officers held at the Hilton Phoe-

nix Airport Hotel. Sir Herminio Mendoza delivered his acceptance speech as the newly installed chapter commander. 

 

 On October 20,  I delivered an inspirational speech during the knighting of members and installation of officers of a newly 

organized St. Louis Chapter, Missouri. Sir Juan Castro gave an acceptance speech for being installed as the charter  chapter 

commander of the St. Louis Chapter. In attendance were Sir Ely Faypon, a past  USA Regional Commander, Sir Boni Cenir, 

former Area Commander for Central USA, Sir Lito Capati, Area Commander for Central USA, Sir Virgilio Pilapil, Deputy 

Area Commander for Central USA and brother knights from Lincolnland Chapter, Illinois.  

 

 Following the knighting of the members of St. Louis Chapter, my wife and I took a flight to San Diego to accept on behalf of 

the Arizona Knights of Rizal, the 2012 Historical Heritage Excellence Award on October 21, 2012. Sir Manny Torres and his 

wife Carol, also attended.  Sir Manny and I went on stage to accept from Congressman Bob Fillner (now City Mayor of San 

Diego)  the award beautifully engraved on thick glass signed by Barbara M. Yorobe, M.D., founding President of San Diego 

Filipino American Humanitarian Foundation, Inc. There were 600 attendees to this remarkable event.  

 

 On December 15, 2012  we attended the Cleveland Chapter Commander’s Ball, Award and Gala Night. Sir Oscar Dejelo, 

initiated the project of giving awards to past chapter commanders of both Cleveland and Strongsville chapters in Ohio, as well 

as brother knights who had become life time members. About 270 attended this special event. The following day, in an ad-

vance commemoration of the 116th martyrdom of Dr. Rizal, an ecumenical mass was held at the Philippine Civic & Cultural 

Center followed by a wreath laying at the bust of the Dr. Rizal.  

 

 On December 28, 2012, the Arizona Knights of Rizal (AZKOR, INC.) commemorated the 116th martyrdom of Dr. Rizal at 

the Philippine Community Center. Two new members of  AZKOR were dubbed Knights of Rizal.  
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 On  December 29, 2012, my wife and I drove to the City of Carson to initiate the members and induct the officers of  a newly 

formed California Knights of Rizal chapter that was held at the Double Tree Hilton Hotel. City of  Carson  Mayor Jim Dear 

and Councilman Elito Santarina became honorary members of the California Knights of Rizal chapter and both were exalted 

to the rank of Knight Commander of Rizal. Both are now forming a new Carson City Knights of Rizal chapter, and very soon 

there will be four  chapters  in California.   

 

 On December 30, 2012,  at 9:30 a.m., we joined Consul General Helen Barber De La Vega in the wreath laying ceremony at 

Dr. Rizal’s bust located at the Fil Am County of Los Angeles Center, spearheaded  by the newly organized Historic Filipino 

Town Chapter  headed by Sir Veronico Agatep. The wreath laying ceremony was followed by a Filipino cultural program  

which featured dance group and “kundiman” singers.  

 

 On the same day but different time at 7 p.m., the Los Angeles County Chapter in commemoration of the 116 th martyrdom of 

Dr. Jose Rizal, had the initiation of six new members conducted by Sir Councilman Elito Santarina and myself. The chapter 

commander Sir Henry von Seyfried is still in Manila so Sir Al Aquino, chapter exchequer and Sir Larry Pelayo, Pursuivant 

took over in the  management of the event in the absence  of Sir Henry. 

 

 Sir Eddie Limon, former Regional Commander for USA and the Deputy Supreme Pursuivant had a goal that the USA        

Regional Council should at least be able to sponsor 12 students at the recently concluded 50th National Rizal Leadership    

Institute held in Baguio City on Dec. 12-15, 2012). I am pleased to report that we exceeded the quota. The Metro Orlando 

chapter (Sir Iman Bartolo, Chapter Commander) sponsored three students ($495.00); Hawaii ( Sir Raymund Liongson,     

Chapter Commander)  sponsored two students ($330.00), Eastern USA-1 (Sir Lito Gajilan, Area Commander) sponsored ten 

students ($1650.00), Arizona Knights of Rizal ( Sir Tom D. Rodriguez) sponsored six students ($990.00). Aside from the 

sponsorship the Connecticut chapter   (Sir Arnie Rosario, Chapter  Commander) placed an Ad ¼ page for $125.00, the   

Cleveland chapter (Oscar Dejelo, Chapter Commander) placed an Ad for $250.00 , and St. Louis Chapter (Sir Juan Castro, 

Chapter Commander) contributed PH peso5,000.00. 

 

Let me say in passing what is my schedule for January 2013 – 

 

  January 3- 5, 2013 – spent  in assorting, reviewing, signing and forwarding 21 Recommendation forms with several         

supporting documentations to the Supreme Council for proper consideration. 

  

January 12, 2013 – Expected to speak after the golf tournament to be held at the Los Trios Golf Course in Goodyear,        

Arizona. The Arizona Knights of Rizal for the second year has sponsored the golf tournament to raise funds for the            

construction of either a bust or monument of Dr. Rizal in one of the parks in metropolitan Phoenix.  

 

 January 25, 2013 – Will go to Las Vegas to initiate members and induct into office the officers of the newly organized two 

chapters, the Henderson chapter ( Sir Thomas Stone, Chapter Commander) , the Knights of Rizal Artist chapter (Sir Danilo 

Macasaet, Chapter Commander). The joint event will be attended by the members of the Las Vegas Chapter with the new 

Chapter Commander, Sir Atty. Heliodoro  “Jun” Tingson. The three new chapter commanders will be exalted to the rank of 

Knight Commander of Rizal. The three chapters combine ceremony will be held at the Mayan Club 2797 S. Maryland       

Parkway.   

               *  *  * 

This my report for now. Wishing you all a happy, blessed and healthy New Year! 

 

Fraternally yours in Rizal, 

 Tom D. Rodriguez 
Sir Tom D. Rodriguez, KGOR 
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