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MESSAGE 

 
On behalf of the USA Regional Council, I wish to congratulate the organizers of  the  re-crowning and 
awarding of the Leonor Rivera Model Filipina Life-time Achievement Award to all Miss Maria Clara from 
1990 to 2012, and coronation of Miss Maria Clara 2013, Miss Caila Quinn, in conjunction with the 
commemoration of the 152nd birth anniversary of Dr. Jose P. Rizal, for their selfless dedication to ensure 
the success of this important undertaking. 

I wish in particular to commend Sir Oscar Dejelo, KCR, the diligent and industrious Chapter Commander 
of Cleveland and his wife Lady Leonie Dejelo,  Lady Nette Palanca,  the event chairperson, and the co-
chairpersons, Sir Celso Salindo, KCR, and Lady Ely Salindo, Sir Amado Defante, KGOR, Area Commander 
for Eastern USA III - for their devotion and commitment to the Order and to the success of this dinner-
dance event. 

I wish to congratulate all the previous Miss Maria Clara of the Cleveland Chapter,  and Miss Maria Clara 
2013, Miss Caila Quinn, because all of you are rekindling steadily our understanding and love of our 
identity, heritage, religious and cultural values. Over the years, Maria Clara, the heroine of Dr. Rizal’s 
novel, Noli Me Tangere  has become the symbol of virtues and model  for Filipino women endowed with 
beauty, grace and charm with a strong sense of identity.  

The members, officers and trustees of the Cleveland Chapter also deserve to be congratulated.  May you 
continue to be enthusiastic in doing what you were elected for so that this organization will continue to 
flourish not only in its membership but also in the cultural  and  economic  improvement of the country. I 
wish you the best of luck in all your future undertakings. 

May I impart a message to the Filipino-American community in Cleveland and adjoining areas.  I 
encourage you to project the best image of the Filipino and the Philippines – be the Philippine 
ambassadors of goodwill. Your actions and behavior in this adopted land will still reflect on the 
motherland.  Continue to study and be prepared to spread the ideals, teachings and exemplary life of Dr. 
Rizal especially to the youth of the land.  

May the good Lord bless you and keep you always under his wings. 

Sir Tom D. Rodriguez, KGOR 
USA Regional Commander      June 1, 2013 
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