USA REGIONAL COMMANDER’S REPORT
FROM JANUARY TO DEC. 31, 2013

January 3- 5, 2013 — Spent in assorting, reviewing, signing and forwarding 21 Recommendation forms
with several supporting documentations to the Supreme Council for proper consideration. Awards,
exaltation to KCR, and conferment to the rank of KGOR were presented at the 19" International
Assembly, Baguio City, Philippines.

January 12, 2013 — I spoke after the golf tournament that was held at the Los Trios Golf Course in
Goodyear, Arizona. The Arizona Knights of Rizal (AZKOR, INC.) for the second year has sponsored the
golf tournament to raise funds for the construction of either a bust or monument of Dr. Rizal in one of the
parks in metropolitan Phoenix. So far, AZKOR has raised $6,000.00 for this particular project.

January 25,2013 — Lady Fe and I went to Las Vegas to initiate members and inducted into office the
officers of the newly organized two chapters, the Henderson chapter ( Sir Thomas Stone, Chapter
Commander), the Knights of Rizal Artist chapter (Sir Danilo Macasaet, Chapter Commander). The joint
event was attended by the members of the Las Vegas Chapter with the new Chapter Commander, Sir
Atty. Heliodoro “Jun” Tingson. The three new chapter commanders were exalted to the rank of Knight
Commander of Rizal. The three chapters combined ceremony was held at the Mayan Club 2797 S.
Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada.

February 23-25, 2013 — Lady Fe and I attended the 19" International Assembly of the Order of the
Knights of Rizal held at Azalea Residences in Baguio City, Philippines. There were about 45 delegates
to the said International Assembly from the United States that the Supreme Council under the leadership
of Sir Reghis Romero II, KGCR, Supreme Commander gave to the USA Region “The Biggest Interna-
tional Regional Delegation Award,” for having the most number of delegates.

At the said 19" International Assembly, upon recommendation of the USA Regional Council, the
Supreme Council approved the Cleveland Chapter’s application to host the incoming 5" USA Regional
Assembly to be held on Aug. 29 — Sept. 1, 2014 in Cleveland, Ohio.

Furthermore, I made a report that for a six-months period from the time I took over as the USA Regional
Commander our administration was able to organize at least five new chapters, namely:

California Knights of Rizal Chapter, the Historic Filipino Town Chapter, the Henderson Nevada Chapter
and the Knights of Rizal Artists Chapter and the St. Louis Missouri Chapter.

April 20, 2013 — Lady Fe and I went to Columbus, Ohio to dub the new members of the Columbus Ohio
Chapter and inducted into office the set of officers, headed by Sir Clifford Miller, Jr. as the chapter
commander. The event was held at Makoy Center, Hilliard, Ohio.
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On June 8, 2013 — Lady Fe and I participated with members of the Arizona Knights of Rizal and the
Ladies for Rizal at the annual Philippine Independence Day Parade held at the western campus of
Arizona State University. This is the fifth time that the Arizona Knights of Rizal served as the Grand
Marshal of the Independence Day Parade.

June 18, 2013, I respectfully requested the Supreme Council to create three new area commands within
the USA Region pursuant to the policy initiated by the Supreme Commander Sir Reghis Romero II, that
if there are three chapters in one State, it could become a new area command.

June 22, 2013 - As part of the the celebration of the 152nd birthday anniversary of Dr. Jose Rizal, held at
the Manila Sunrise Gourmet in Mesa, Arizona, the Arizona Knights of Rizal gave Rafael Ablao III, a
check in the amount of $1,000 as the first recipient of the AZKOR, INC. scholarship grant. Prepared a
press release regarding the celebration of the 152" birth anniversary of Dr. Rizal. The text can be read at
http://azkorinc.com/newsandevents.html

In August 2013, the Supreme Council issued a memo creating the following new area commands,
namely:

California, Western USA and appointed Sir Antonio Berango, KGOR as the Area Commander and Sir
Chito Mandap, KCR, as the Deputy Area Commander. Both collaborated in forming the California
Knights of Rizal Chapter and the Filipino Historic Town Chapter.

Nevada, Western USA and appointed Sir Dante Ulanday, KCR, as the Area Commander. Sir Dante was
responsible in forming the Henderson Chapter and the Knights of Rizal Artists Chapter.

Ohio, Eastern USA and appointed Sir Oscar Dejelo, KCR as the new Area Commander and Sir
Domingo Patawaran, KCR as the Deputy Area Commander. Sir Oscar Dejelo was responsible in the
formation of the Columbus Ohio Chapter.

Ohio, Eastern USA has now three chapters, namely:

Cleveland Chapter Sir Jaime Dannug, Chapter Commander

Strongsville Chapter ~ Sir Ric Dalaza, Chapter Commander

Columbus Chapter Sir Cliff Miller, Chapter Commander

California Western USA has also now three chapters, namely:

Los Angeles County Chapter Sir Henry Von Seyfried, Chapter Commander
California Knights of Rizal Chapter Sir Antonio Berango, Chapter Commander
Historic Filipino Town Chapter Sir Dr. Veronico Agatep, Chapter Commander

Nevada, Western USA has also now three chapters namely:

Las Vegas Chapter Sir Heliodoro D. Tingson, Jr., Chapter Commander
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Henderson Chapter Sir Dr. Thomas Stone, Chapter Commander
Knights of Rizal Artists Chapter Sir Danny Macasaet, Chapter Commander

On July 30, 2013 — reviewed all the application/nomination forms for the following members of the
Knights of Rizal and one member of the Ladies Auxiliary for Rizal:

Sir Roje Yap for Distinguished Service Medal

Sir Jimmy Dannug for Distinguished Service Medal

Sir Leopoldo Alvarado for Distinguished Service Medal

Sir Roger Tavares for Distinguished Service Medal

Lady Belen Kiesow for Distinguished Service Recognition Award

Sir Arnold Villafuerte for exaltation to KCR
Sir Greg Dimayuga for exaltation to KCR

Sir Jose San Juan for Distinguished Service Star
Sir Clem Bautista for Distinguished Service Star

Sir Domingo Patawaran for Distinguished Service Cross
Sir Jonathan Del Mundo for Distinguished Service Cross

Sir Jack Cornejo for conferment to KGOR
Sir Cosme Cagas for conferment to KGOR

I recommended approval of all the above-mentioned nominees. All were approved by the Supreme Coun-
cil except the conferment of Sir Dr. Cosme Cagas to KGOR. All of the awards, exaltation and confer-
ment were given at the 4™ Canada Regional Assembly.

In August, 2013 — Sir Rey L. Balansi, KCR, Chapter Commander of Montreal Chapter had requested
assistance for me to suggest four sub-topics regarding the main theme of the 4™ Canada Regional As-
sembly, which was “What Freedom Means to Me.” I sent him an email that I was willing to help and
therefore had suggested four sub-topics, namely:

What Individual Freedom Means to Me.

Dr. Jose P. Rizal’s Principles and Ideas about Freedom.

How Can We Preserve our Rights to Life, to Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness?

Proper Education — the Key to People’s Freedom from Poverty and Ignorance.

August 31 — Sept 2, 2013 — Lady Fe and I attended the 4™ Canada Regional Assembly & 14™ Com-
manders’ Ball that was held at the Hyatt Regency Montreal, Quebec Canada under the leadership of Sir
Rey L. Balansi, KCR, Chapter Commander and Sir George Poblete, Canada Regional Commander.

The U.S. delegation was headed by Sir Judge Tom D. Rodriguez, KGOR, (Knight Grand Officer of Rizal), Regional
Commander for USA.; Sir Francis Sison, KGOR, Deputy Regional Commander for USA; Sir Lito Gajilan, KGOR, Area
Commander for Eastern USA-1;
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Sir Winston Magno, KGOR, Area Commander for Eastern USA-2; Sir Amado Defante, KGOR, Area
Commander for Eastern USA-3; Sir Oscar Dejelo, KCR, Area Commander for Ohio Eastern USA; Sir
Lito Capati, KGOR, Area Commander for Central USA; Sir Tony Berango, KGOR, Area Commander
for California Western USA and Sir Serafin Colmenares, Jr., KGOR, Area Commander for Western
USA.

There were about 58 delegates from the USA Region and again it was judged to have the most number of
delegates who attended the 4™ Canada Regional Assembly, outnumbering the delegates from Canada.

The topic, “What Individual Freedom Means to Me” was assigned by Sir Rey Balansi to Sir Salvador
Cabugao to speak on, while “Dr. Jose P. Rizal’s Principles and Ideas About Freedom” was assigned to
Mr. Marvin Rotrand, City Councilor of Montreal. The topic, “How Can We Preserve our Rights to
Freedom, to Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness?,” was assigned to me, while Sir Eddie Limon was
given the choice to speak on his desired topic, “Dr. Jose Rizal as a Freemason and his Ideas about
Freedom.”

Sir Winston Magno, Area Commander for Eastern USA-II, was the keynote speaker and with his Power
Point presentation gave a visual and effective study of the life, teachings and ideals of the Philippine
National Hero, which was well received.

Sir Reghis Romero II, Supreme Commander gave his inspiring State of the Order address. He was
introduced by Sir George Poblete, KGCR. In his message, Sir Reghis said, “Let us never forget the
reason for our organizational existence — that of steadfastly adhering to the teachings and ideals of our
national hero, particularly on love of country, promotion and propagation of international goodwill,
understanding and the universal brotherhood of men. Let us inculcate these teachings upon our youth and
carry on with the responsibility of living it in our daily practice.”

I am humbled to receive two letters regarding the speech I delivered at the 4™ Canada Regional
Assembly. One letter was written by Sir Rene Borromeo of the Arizona Knights of Rizal, who wrote,
“I just wanted to congratulate you on your excellent and eloquent speech which you delivered last 1
September at the 4™ Canada Regional Assembly held in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. As you may know,
the text to your speech is available for everyone to read in our azkorinc.com website.

http://azkorinc.com/newsandevents.html

I have not read a speech better than this in quite some time .....Bravo! Sir Tom!”
Another letter came from the Editor of the Filipino Star in Montreal, who said:

“Hello, Sir Judge Rodriguez,
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Thank you for your prompt response to my request. It is my pleasure to share your speech with the
readers of the North American Filipino Star. One of my objectives of being in the newspaper business is
to inspire readers to achieve a measure of greatness in their lives. Perhaps, this is just like a little light in
the darkness, but it will surely make a difference in one's life.

I will let send you a copy of our newspaper once it is published.

Sincerely,

Zenaida Ferry Kharroubi

Editor & Publisher, The North American Filipino Star

Executive Producer, Filcan TV Productions, Inc.

"Mabuhay Montreal TV" show soon to be launched on a new ethnic TV station in Montreal.”

Sept. 9, 2013 — Prepared Guidelines When to Observe and Not Observe “Protocol,” in a question and
answer format and sent it to Area Commanders and Chapter Commanders for dissemination.

Sept. 13,2013 — A new chapter was formed in New Jersey— the Order of the Knights of Rizal Union
County Chapter. Sir Francis Sison, Deputy Regional Commander, dubbed the new members and
inducted into office the officers led by Sir Isagani Puertollano, Chapter Commander.

Oct. 3, 2013 — After a series of email exchanges, sent a final determination/letter to Sir Dr. John
Conca in consultation with Sir Eddie Limon, Overseas Representative and Deputy Supreme Pursuivant
and indicated the reason why a proposed Hermosa Beach/Lemuria Chapter cannot be organized to
protect the reputation of the Order of the Knights of Rizal.

October 4, 2013 — Prepared a Memo to answer Sir Jun Colmenares’ inquiry as to when a local chapter
can hold initiation ceremonies — which can be held on any months, whenever necessary.

October 7, 2013 — Prepared Press Release re 4™ Canada Regional Assembly. The text can be read at
http://azkorinc.com/newsandevents.html.

October 17,2013 — Prepared message to 10" Annual Waling Waling Charity Ball of the Knights of
Rizal of Greater Jacksonville Chapter.

Nov. 4, 2013 — Answered Inquiry from Sir. Joe Ramos regarding termination of KOR regular member-
ship as well as lifetime membership.

Nov. 12,2013 — Issued a Memo to Deputy Regional Commander, Area Commanders and Chapter
Commanders to have a unified KOR USA fund raising for the survivors/victims of the deadliest natural
disaster on record in the Philippines (typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan) that will be coursed thru the Knights of
Rizal of Greater Jacksonville, Inc., a tax exempt entity under 501©(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

The unofficial report of the fund raising based on email that I received is as follows:
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Cleveland Chapter - $1,400.00

St. Louis Missouri Chapter - $1,732.00

Arizona Knights of Rizal Chapter -$ 235.00% Also delivered 23 boxes of canned goods, clothes,
shoes, etc. through 3000 Club of Arizona

$3,367.00
Nov. 19, 2013 — Issued Guidelines for termination or suspension of KOR membership.

Nov. 20, 2013 - Responded to a brother Knight re “misleading” comments regarding 501©(3) tax
exempt status of the Knights of Rizal of Greater Jacksonville,Inc.

Nov. 21, 2013 — Answered Query as to whether exaltation to Knight Commander of Rizal should be held
at the domicile of the chapter or at some other place.

Dec. 2, 2013 — Message to Cleveland’s Chapter souvenir journal re Rizal’s 10 Outstanding Leaders in
Ohio.

Dec. 10,2013 — Issued a Determination and Recommendation to the Supreme Council regarding four
terminated members of the Strongsville Chapter.

Dec. 21, 2013 — Prepared a response to Sir Eddie’s Comments re Termination of four members.

Dec. 21, 2013 — Induction of officers and dubbing of new members of the revived defunct Elyria
Chapter, by Sir Oscar Dejelo, Area Commander of Ohio Eastern USA, held at the Knights of Rizal
Headquarters in Parma, Ohio.

Dec. 29, 2013 — Attended the Arizona Knights of Rizal 117" commemoration of the martyrdom of Dr.
Rizal at Lin’s Buffet Restaurant, Phoenix, Arizona. The event was initiated by Sir Dr. Conrad Ballecer,
Jr., Deputy Area Commander for Western USA and the program was prepared by Sir Efren Martin,
Deputy Chapter Commandeer. Both the chapter commander, Sir Dr. Herman Mendoza, KCR and myself
spoke at the said event.

Miscellaneous

Nov. 26, 2013- In response to the fund raising program of the unified KOR USA, The “Friends in Christ”
a group composed of members of Arizona Knights of Rizal, Inc. and their respective Ladies for

Rizal labored so much to deliver twenty three ( 23) boxes of canned goods, clothes, shoes,
miscellaneous to the warehouse of the 3000 Club of Arizona, a non-profit organization under 5010(3) to
ship the 23 balikbayan boxes free of charge to the port in Cebu City. We had to repack some and tightly
reseal the boxes from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The group was able to collect in kind donations through the main effort of Sir Manny Torres, KCR, former Chapter
Commander of Arizona Knights of Rizal and Lady Carol, and their two children Sir Paul and Lady Mariter, and
Carolyn and her husband Mario Menta.
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Sir Paul and Lady Mariter own the Daniela Jay Botique, while Carolyn is a practitioner nurse connected
with Cardiac Solutions.

Friends in Christ accomplished a lot in short a time because of teamwork. Alex Fargas (prospective
member of Goodyear Knights of Rizal) and his wife Eva were responsible for buying boxes, while Sir
Efren, Deputy Chapter Commander of AZKOR and his wife, Lady Joy and Jun Balot (also a prospective
member of the Goodyear Knights of Rizal chapter) were responsible in transporting the boxes together
with Alex and Eva and Sir Manny & Lady Carol; while Lady Fe was responsible in coordinating what
has to be done and contacting the 3000 Club of Arizona, and preparing the breakfast for the Friends of
Christ and the CEO and employees of the 3000 Club of Arizona, while Tom (myself) and wife Fe, did
the repacking and resealing of the 23 balikbayan boxes.

Although it is not an official function of the USA Regional Commander, I was requested by Sir Alwyn
Galela, KCR of the Strongsville Chapter, Ohio and the elected president of Filipino-American
Organization of Eastern Ohio (FAONEO), to serve as a sole judge for the PAKYoW

(Pilipino American Kids of Youngstown & Warren) the Youth arm of FAONEO — Essay contest,

via electronic means.

Nov. 29, 2013 — Sent to Sir Alwyn and to Dr. Emy Torres my Reaction to the PAKYoW Essay Contest
and Winning Entries “What It Means to be Filipino-American.”

Nov. 30, 2013 — Reviewed 7 incognito essays of kids between 10-16 years, with no names but submitted
as Reference No. 1 through Reference No. 7) and decided two winning entries (Ref. #2 and Ref. #5).

Dec. 2, 2013 — Sent to FAONEO, the basis or criteria for judging two winning entries in the PAKYoW
writing essay contest.

Challenges Encountered

As the new USA Regional Commander, I was faced with the challenge of organizing new
chapters in the United States in keeping with the theme “Keeping Rizal Alive in Every Community.”
Since my term is coterminous with that of the Supreme Commander, I have only limited time to
accomplish the goal. So I tried to the best of my ability to acquaint myself with so many people of
different backgrounds so that forming new chapters would become a reality. I also faced the challenge of
having the chapter commanders give a report of the numbers of members as well as their chapter’s
activity. Not so many have responded positively, but I will keep on reminding them of the necessity to
have a record until they will comply with said request.
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Summary

During the period of one year and four months of our administration, the USA Regional Council was able
to organize new six chapters and revive one chapter.

The Cleveland Chapter under the leadership of Sir Oscar Dejelo, KCR, Area Commander of Ohio
Eastern USA, and Sir Jaime Dannug, KCR, Chapter Commander will be hosting the 5" USA Regional
Assembly on August 29 — Sept. 1, 2014.

Plans and Projects for the Remaining Term

Our Administration wants to encourage chapters to organize Youth For Rizal and Ladies for
Rizal.

We expect to have four more chapters to be organized, the Dayton-Cincinnati Ohio chapter, the
City of Carson Chapter, San Diego Chapter, Rockland County Chapter in New York and the
Goodyear, AZ chapter.

Sir Roger Alama, Emeritus, Regional Commander USA, my mentor has initiated to revive three
defunct chapters, namely: Greater Philadelphia Chapter, Washington, DC Chapter and the
Long Island, NY Chapter. These are three chapters that he organized but unfortunately died a
natural death.

To encourage chapters to give Dr. Jose P. Rizal Excellence Awards in the following categories:
Education, Medical, Nursing, Arts, Youth Leadership and Entrepreneurship.

To encourage local chapters to conduct a symposium to lecture and disseminate to the youth the
life, ideals and teachings of Dr. Rizal.

* %k 3k

This is my report for now. Wishing you all a happy, blessed and healthy New Year!



